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HIA Development 
in Thailand 2000-2006

Academic Papers

People’s Need

Draft of National 
Health Act

Learning Practices

Policy  actions
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How can HIA and 
public participation contribute to

Healthy Public Policy ?

Answers from 3 Case Studies
-We Love Tha Chin River Club

- Pesticide Control Policy
- Energy Policy



HIA Learning Process:
Case of We Love Tha Chin River Club



HIA Learning Process:
Case of We Love Tha Chin River Club
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HIA Learning Process:
Case of We Love Tha Chin River Club

HIA on Tha Chin river gate 
project and presentation in 
public hearing



HIA Learning Process:
Case of We Love Tha Chin River Club

HIA Applications
- From national to local
- From river to canal
- From government projects to

people actions



HIA Learning Process:
Pesticide Control Policy



HIA Learning Process:
Participatory Learning Process

- Pesticide Risks
- Health Impacts
- Local eco-system
- Economic impacts
- Study Visits
- Local Development Plan



HIA Learning Process:
Field Survey and Exercises



HIA Learning Process:
Study Visits 

Finding alternatives
Learning new practices
Comparing impacts

Designing the Future



HIA Learning Process:
Designing their own future

•Local agricultural policies
and plans

• Training manual for other
applications



Movement at National Policy Level

� Policy document on 
“Stop Chemical Pesticide for 
the Health of Thai People”

� Public Discussion in National 
Health Assembly in 2003 and 
2004

� Leading to Government’s 
decision in 2005 



HIA Learning Process:
From Project to Policy Level

HIA on Biomass Power Plant

HIA on Coal-fired Power Plant HIA on hydropower dam 

Do not adequately lead to 
healthier policy changes



HIA Learning Process:
Focusing more on Alternatives



Focusing more on 
Policy and Planning Process



Comparison of three policy choices (Power 
Development Plan: PDP)
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A Healthier Choice 
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An Easier Choice 
Overall 108.7 billion THB can be saved
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Works for Better Policy Processes

� The Assessment of Electricity Governance
in Thailand, 2006-2007

� The Reflexive Governance in Long-term 
Policy and Planning Process, 2007

� Strategic Environmental Assessment and the 
reform of EIA process

� More meaningful participation in energy 
policy process
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The last words from 
the people of Tha Chin River
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Source: Prachoen Konthes, 
In IAIA2007, Korea



HIA Institutionalization in Thailand

� The 10th National Economic and Social 
Development Plan (2007-2011)

� The National Health Act 2007
� People have rights to ask for HIA and participate i n 

HIA process of any public policies

� The New Constitution 2007
� Section 67 Any projects and activities that may 

cause severe impacts on environment, human 
health, and quality of life cannot be done without 
conducting environmental and health impact 
assessment 
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Thank you for 
your attention and suggestions


